
 

Please provide three paragraphs – Subject Curriculum Statement  

Curriculum Intent  
 
Citizenship Studies is about how people take an active part in democratic politics and work 
together for a better society, locally, nationally and globally. The aim of the subject is to provide a 
foundation for all learners to develop their advocacy, negotiation, analytical and evaluative skills 
in exploring a variety of issues. Over the course of the year, students visit concepts surrounding 
the operation of government and the legal system, the impact of the economy on citizens and the 
role of the UK in the wider world pertaining to human rights. They will explore different 
controversial and topical issues with political, social, ethical, economic and environmental 
dimensions in local to global contexts.  
 
Students will experience taking citizenship action and learn from trying to make a difference in 
the society themselves. The aim is for all learners to develop their debating and evaluative skills 
through forming opinions on topical issues in our society; students will explore and compare the 
rights citizens have in the UK with the rights individual in various countries across the world.  
Through practising and developing their analytical and evaluation skills, learners will reach their 
own conclusions relating to the government, human rights, the legal system and international 
organisations. The concepts pupils will study are democratic values, the development of 
communities and how parliament and the justice system work theories concerning the causes of 
crime.  
 
 

Curriculum Implementation  
 
The scheme of work combines depth (concepts/theory) and breadth (case study) and balance 
(through exploring range of Citizenship issues and different perspectives on them).  The resources 
used will include PowerPoint presentations created by members of the team, informed by the 
specification and exam board training and worksheets purchased from Cre8tive Resources. Both 
resource will help students organise their work to use as reference to different case studies to 
support each of the 5 themes.  PowerPoints are created in accordance with the scheme of 
learning – by unit and topic, and are supported by relevant exam questions and model answers.  
Students can access all lesson PowerPoints and revision materials on Teams to catch up on missed 
work, or access work in the event of an unplanned absence.  
 
It is the vision of the department that curriculum planning will ensure: 

(i) Uniformity in teaching and learning across all classes (same content and standard) to 
ensure universal confidence in how to achieve high grades; 

(ii) That students will have evidence to show progress of their learning journey. Students 
will respond to feedback given from both the teacher and their peers in order to 
develop their evaluation skills and continue progress.  It will be made clear to 
students how to improve their performance and this will be demonstrated by a 
progress in grades. 

(iii) That students will develop cultural capital by accessing reading material in lesson and 
on Teams and relevant documentaries, and through class discussions.  Teachers will 
use imaginative and current examples to broaden learners’ perspectives of the 
subject content, as well as to foster learners’ understanding of their role as global 
citizens. 

 
 



Learners will initially discuss factors that determine their own identity and role in the society, and 
how the concept of immigration and human rights have an impact on them directly. Learners then 
analyse the impact that local people in power such as the councillors, MPs and the police have on 
citizens. Finally, students develop knowledge and understanding of the role of their citizenship in 
relation to current issues that impact on modern society, engaging them with what it means to be 
an active citizen and preparing them for their next steps in today’s global world. The ‘local to 
global approach’ means students build on Key Stage 3 study and are introduced to core concepts 
and how citizenship impacts on their lives before building on this with the introduction of theory 
and the ‘bigger picture’ as they progress through the course. Through course of the year, students 
will also develop analytical and evaluation skills once knowledge has been formed. Students 
complete their course by developing the final skill of ‘application’ in the Theme E –Citizenship 
enquiry project. 
 
The learning is sequenced to allow progression in in terms of depth of knowledge  
at the same time as breadth of knowledge. Learners will be able to make explicit links between 
core concepts and theories, confidently applying abstract ideas to contemporary examples.   
 
  

 
Curriculum Impact  
 
In Citizenship learners often have key word checks through questioning and definition match up 
tasks (formative assessment - AO1) 
To test AO2 and AO3, learners complete 6-mark exam style extended writing tasks weekly. This 
allows them to practise their critical analysis and evaluation skills. This is the written, coherent 
expression of the debates and discussion we have in class 
 
At the end of every term, summative assessments are carried out under timed conditions. 
Students apply all AO1, AO1 and AO3 skills under timed conditions. This ensures the long-term 
aim of success in exam-style scenarios.  As students progress through the programme, they will 
engage with examination style questions of increasing complexity and length.  Following this 
summative assessment, there is opportunity for students to re-construct answers in response to 
both peer and teacher feedback. Data analysis of standardised summative assessments will 
highlight areas requiring improvement and the need for interventions, for example after-school 
workshops. 
 
Staff members frequently access exam-board training materials available online.  Departmental 
school-based CPD occurs weekly and staff members share good practise. Citizenship CPD occurs 
termly - new subject specific strategies are shared and incorporated into the teaching and 
learning model.  Furthermore, book scrutiny’s marking exercises, peer-to-peer support and 
feedback from learning walks are opportunities for staff to share good practise and to improve 
pedagogy. 
 

  
 
 


